BACKGROUNDER

The Exhibition Curator

Bianca Gendreau, the curator of Lace Up: Canada’s Passion for Skating, has been Curator at the Canadian Postal Museum (CPM) since 1995. She obtained her Master’s degree in Museology in 1992 under the programme operated jointly by the Université de Montréal and the Université du Québec à Montréal. She also has a Master’s in History, which she obtained from the Université de Montréal in 1988.

In her work as Curator for the Canadian Postal Museum, Ms. Gendreau has acquired more than 4,000 artifacts for the CPM’s collections and negotiated important donations to enrich the Museum’s collections. She has curated five major exhibitions, seven temporary exhibitions and two virtual exhibitions for the Canadian Postal Museum. She is the author of Mailboxes: Urban Street Furniture in Canada, published in 2004 as part of the Canadian Museum of Civilization’s Mercury Series; and co-author of Special Delivery. Canada’s Postal Heritage, published in 2000. She has also written numerous articles for specialized journals and lectured in Canada and abroad. 

In preparation for Lace Up, Ms. Gendreau began researching archival documents and museum collections in Europe and Canada in 2002. Although she is not a sports historian, the history of skating piqued her curiosity and then captivated her imagination.

This exhibition offers a unique opportunity to tell the story, both ancient and contemporary, of one of Canada’s oldest and most popular activities.
